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1. thile there is no lew or regulation that specifically authorises the 
«W«w iture of Government funds for portraits of officials. It has become a 
tradition that successive President* , Cabinet llrasbera, and Heads of Agencies 
do hare their portraits sainted, either while in office or later, 

«-* The Cowdaalon of Fin© Arts, of which sfr. David 1, Finley is the 
Chairman, Is charged with passing: on all art natter© for the (kmemrent. itew- 
ewer, : : r» Finley says their authority regarding portraits is qpite inform! 
and they sporev© finy good likeness by a recognised painter* la actual oraetioc 
it is auetossary to obtain advance approval of the painter who is to be selected, 

3* Invitations nay be seat to several portrait painters, whose ncr* 2 > have 
Iseen previously cleared with the Flue Arts Ceee&ssicn, Inquiring whether they 
would be interested in painting a portrait and asking them to submit m offer, 
wiiioh must be leer than a stipulated asEXtousi a muni, This testbed provides 
technical oojiplian.ee with the formalities of Go vernme nt purchasing procedure* 

t* Hazarding the ooet of such portraits, m infcrsasl Unit of #1,500 has 
been the celling for rany years, but this is not sufficient nowadays to attract 
leading painters and certain deportments are now going as high as f#2,500. Even 
this is less than outstanding artists charge for such work, but the opporusnity 
to paint a portrait of a distinguished official which will be hang permanently 
in Vaahington, is attractive enough to persuade them to reduce their normal 
rates. 


5 * Begcvdlag the rsethod of payment, the Comptroller recosrends that this 
fee rede with tm-rouehered funds from the Director’s allotment, subject only to 
the lissitaticsis that we do not exceed $2,500 end that we obtain approve! of 
the Fine Arts Ckwedssion. He also believes that it would be. advisable to get 
r.orc then one painter to subnlt offers as mentioned above. 
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